The Kabul Campaign.
and would have succeeded in destroying it but for the gallantry of its leader. Ever since the British had occupied Jellalabad the powerful tribe of Shinwaris had shewn a suspicious coolness. They were known too to have listened to the preachings of the Moollahs, but it was not thought they \vould proceed to open . hostilities. However, their jealousy appears to have been stirred into a fierce flame by a survey party under Major Leech, who was exploring the country about Mazum, south of Pesbbolak. On the 17th March they attacked his party, and, having once broken ground, showed fight with considerable spirit. A week later Brigadier Tytler caught them, and succeeded in pushing a charge of his cavalry home ; the bodies of more than 200 of the enemy made this almost the most important skirmish of the campaign. "The Shinwaris, though checked, were not cowed, and at the time of our writing were evidently determined to try conlusions ouce more. The most successful engagement of the war hitherto is that fought by Brigadier Gough against 5,000 Khagianis, at Fatehabad 18 miles west of Jehalabad on the 2nd April A gallant charge of cavalry inflicted a loss of 400 killed and 100 wounded on the enemy. Our troops suffered slightly but lost Major Wigram Battye, of the Guides, an officer worth a regiment, and Lieutenant Wiseman, 17th Foot.
This brings the military narratives to an end. Before passing the movements in brief review we will glance for a moment at the political changes which took place subsequent to our occupation of Jellallabad. On the 16th February Sirdar Wali Mahomed Khan rode into the town. He was met by General Browne, Brigadiers Gough and Macpherson, and by Major Gavagnari, and treated in a manner which gave rise to the suspicion that the Government intended to put him forward as its nominee. Four days later he summoned a conference of Moollahs, at which it was decided that the flight of Sher Ali in order to seek aid of the Bussians rendered a religious war in his favor an unlawful undertaking. Murderous acts, the result of religious fanaticism were also condemned. A pr'ompt and significant comment on the results of this conference was afforded the same afternoon, by the murder of two camp-followers, just outside the Peshawar gate of the city. That the Sirdar thought he was about to be called upon to play a great part, is beyond question. "He not only assumed what he thought state, but went further, and, with the sanction or connivance of the English authorities, began to enlist a set of ragamuffins, beside whom even FalstafFs recruits would have appeared a promising set of soldiers.
The Commander-in-Chief, Sir P, F. Haines, arrived at Jamrud on the 24th February, and rode through to Jelialabad, which he